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2024 EQUITABLE HORIZONS CANCER RESEARCH GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The Cancer Research, Training, and Education Coordination (CRTEC), in partnership with Research Administration at the Karmanos Cancer Institute, is soliciting applications for the Equitable Horizons Cancer Research Grant. This seed fund aims to support pilot projects in cancer research conducted by junior faculty. The funding will be awarded to early-career independent investigators who do not have current national peer-reviewed research grant support. This seed grant program is intended to support junior faculty in initiating cancer research projects so they can generate preliminary results that will enable them to compete successfully for national funding in all areas of cancer research.

ELIGIBILITY
· Applicants must be investigators at Wayne State University and hold the academic rank of Assistant Professor.

· Must be eligible to apply for independent national competitive research grants and not currently hold an NIH R01-equivalent grant.

· Must be within six years of their first independent faculty appointment.

· Applicants new to cancer research and employing technology relevant to the field are strongly encouraged to apply.

· Must identify a senior cancer researcher to serve as a mentor, who will provide guidance and advice for this research project.

· Applicants from disciplines outside of oncology are required to have dual mentorship, with at least one mentor being a senior cancer researcher.

· Must have a commitment from their department for salary, space, and appropriate research resources.

· If not a United States citizen, noncitizen national, or permanent resident, applicants must have a visa allowing continuous stay in the U.S. throughout the grant period and fulfill all award obligations.

· Applicants from groups underrepresented in the U.S. biomedical, clinical, behavioral, and social sciences research are strongly encouraged to apply.

· Must be a member of the Karmanos Cancer Institute. For non-members: Contact Jayne Bissonette at bissonej@karmanos.org to request membership.

APPLICATION GUIDELINES AND RESTRICTIONS
Investigators are limited to one application. The requested project budget must be in increments of $5,000, and the total budget request may not exceed $25,000. Up to four awards will be made.
Below is a table listing allowable and unallowable expenditures, along with regulations:
Expenditures Allowed:
· Research supplies and animal maintenance

· Technical assistance

· Domestic travel when necessary to carry out the proposed research program

· Publication costs, including reprints

· Costs of computer time

· Special fees (pathology, photography, etc.)

· Stipends for graduate students and postdoctoral assistants if their role is to promote and sustain the project presented by the junior faculty member

· Equipment costing less than $2,000 (Special justification is necessary for items exceeding this amount.)

· Registration fees at scientific meetings

Expenditures Not Allowed:
· Foreign travel (Special consideration given for attendance at scientific meetings held in Canada.)

· Secretarial/administrative salaries

· Membership dues

· Student tuition and fees

· Books and periodicals

· Office and laboratory furniture

· Office equipment and supplies

· Rental of office or laboratory space

· Construction, renovation, or maintenance of buildings/laboratories

· Recruiting and relocation expenses

· Non-medical services to patients (Travel to a clinical site or patient incentives are allowable.)

· Salary of the principal investigator

· Honoraria and travel expenses for visiting lecturers

· Indirect costs

REGULATORY APPROVALS
For projects involving human subjects, vertebrate animals, and/or select agents research, it is not required to have prior Institutional Review Board (IRB), Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), and/or Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) approval at the time of application submission. However, applicants are expected to submit the appropriate protocols so that approval is imminent by the anticipated project start date. All necessary institutional approvals must be in place before award funds can be disbursed. IRB protocols must be submitted for review within 30 days of receiving the notice of award, and final IRB approval must be provided to the Cancer Center administration within 60 days of the notice of award. For projects involving cancer studies being conducted at the Karmanos Cancer Institute (KCI), the relevant protocols must be submitted to the IRB simultaneously.
APPLICATION FORMAT AND SUBMISSION
Letter of intent (Due March 25, 2024):

The Junior Faculty Research Grant Application Letter of Intent (LOI) Template must be utilized. Completed LOI should be submitted to Danny Inman, CRTEC Program Coordinator at inmand@karmanos.org. This template outlines the requirements and structure for submitting a research proposal, particularly focusing on applicants' biographical and project-specific information for a grant application process. The template is structured into several sections, including:
· Biographical Information

· Academic and Professional Background

· Education and Training

· Appointments and Other Research Support

· Publications

· Project Title and Description of Research Proposed
Full Proposals (Due May 15, 2024):

Principal Investigator Biographical Information Form

Description of Research Proposed: A maximum of three (3) single-spaced pages (including tables, figures, graphs) is allocated for this section. Use the following headings:
A. Specific Aims: Clearly state the hypothesis to be tested and the specific aim(s) to be achieved during the grant period. The aims should be achievable within the one-year grant support period.
B. Background and Preliminary Studies: Outline relevant research findings reported in scientific literature and how this proposal will contribute to these results. Include any preliminary data obtained by the applicant relevant to this proposal.
C. Study Design and Methods: Describe the proposed study design and the methods to be used to achieve the specific aims. Explain how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted, and how this will lead to future investigations. Briefly describe or reference well-documented experimental methods and standard procedures but provide more detail for novel experimental approaches.
D. Cancer Relevance: Briefly explain the potential relevance of the proposed work to cancer.

Literature Cited (not included in page limitation): List all references pertinent to the proposed research, including the title, all authors' names, book or journal, volume number, page numbers, and year of publication.

Budget/Budget Justification: Complete the Budget Proposed form. Detail the proposed budget and justifications for the project period. An additional page for budget justification may be included. Direct costs are capped at $25,000 for one year only. No indirect costs are permitted.

Contribution to Diversity form: Completing the Contribution to Diversity Form is encouraged. In this form, you can describe how your personal background and experiences have influenced your research interests and methodologies and provide any other relevant information regarding your identification with marginalized groups. You can also detail any actions you have taken to promote diversity and inclusion within your research field or the broader professional community.

Relevance to Catchment Area and Community Engagement (1/2 a page): Briefly describe how your project will meet the unique cancer needs of our catchment area. Additionally, outline any community engagement activities, if applicable. This section is a critical component of our grant application, demonstrating the way research at KCI directly addresses the cancer burden and disparities within our catchment area, while also fostering engagement with our communities. For additional information on specific cancer burdens and disparities that your work may impact, please contact Hayley Thompson, PhD (hayley.thompson@wayne.edu), Associate Center Director for Community Outreach and Engagement, or Brittany Dowe (doweb@karmanos.org), Director of the Office of Cancer Health Equity & Community Engagement (OCHECE).

Mentorship Plans and Letters of Support: Applicants must submit a concise mentorship plan detailing meeting frequency, tasks, goals, and mentor responsibilities. It should outline mentorship structure, progress review, and feedback expectations, emphasizing mentor support for the applicant’s growth. Non-oncology applicants need dual mentorship, including one senior cancer researcher. A support letter from the mentor(s), highlighting their qualifications and mentorship commitment (e.g., meeting regularity, research guidance, project management advice, problem-solving assistance), is required. The letter should also describe how the mentorship will advance the applicant’s professional development and readiness for independent cancer research.

GENERAL FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS
Minimum 0.5-inch margins and Arial 11-point font are required. (Smaller type size may be used for figures and legends.)
APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS
Applications will be reviewed by an ad hoc grant reviewing committee, comprised of faculty members from diverse departments involved in various aspects of cancer research. These individuals have been selected to serve on the committee based on their focus and expertise in cancer research, as well as the topics of the applications. The selection is further diversified based on home department and academic rank to ensure the committee has adequate representation and input from an appropriate cross-section of the Karmanos Cancer Institute and Wayne State University.
The application review process is structured around a comprehensive evaluation of various critical components, designed to ascertain the potential impact and merit of the proposed research project. Reviewers are tasked with a detailed analysis of strengths and weaknesses within each area and assign a score from 1 to 9 based on five main criteria: Project Significance, Innovation, Methodological Approach, Investigator Capabilities and Expertise, and Potential for Future Funding. After listing the strengths and weaknesses, reviewers will assign a Criterion Score that reflects their evaluation of that criterion as a whole, using a nine-point scale where lower numbers indicate higher quality.
Furthermore, the Associate Center Director (ACD) of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) and the ACD for Community Outreach and Engagement (COE) will specifically evaluate the 'Contribution to Diversity' form and 'Relevance to Catchment Area and Community Engagement,' assigning scores of 0, 1, or 2 — with 0 indicating no contribution or relevance, 1 indicating some contribution or relevance, and 2 signifying significant contribution or relevance. The final score for each application will reflect the identified strengths and weaknesses, accounting for both diversity contributions and catchment area relevance.
FUNDING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
Seed grant recipients are responsible for working with their departmental grants administrator to monitor and manage award funds. It is expected that award funds will be spent within the one-year funding period.
All awardees must submit written quarterly progress reports as required and be prepared to respond to additional requests for updates from the Cancer Institute Research Administration staff and its collaborating organizations.
Awardees should provide information to the Karmanos Cancer Institute Research Administration staff regarding any publications and additional funding that result from their seed grant award.
Any publications and presentations resulting from an Equitable Horizons Cancer Research Grant must acknowledge support from the Karmanos Cancer Institute.
Those selected for funding should be prepared to present their projects to the scientific community and potential donors as requested by KCI.
SUBMISSION DEADLINES
The letter of intent is due March 25, 2024. Invitations to submit a full proposal will be sent out on April 10. Full proposals are due May 15, 2024. The project start date is no earlier than September 1, 2024.

If there are any questions, please contact Danny Inman at 313-578-4274 or inmand@karmanos.org
